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T

wo weeks ago, Dana
and I were discussing
that I have now served
Riverside as your Senior Pas‐
tor for two years. We have
been blessed to be a part of
God’s movement in this fel‐
lowship and look forward to
continuing to discern and act
upon God’s will with you.

We have experienced signifi‐
cant blessings from God this
year and I am reminded of
Jesus’ words in Mark 4:26‐29,
“. . . The Kingdom of God is
like a man who casts seed
upon the ground; and goes to
bed at night and gets up by
day, and the seed sprouts up
and grows – how, he himself
does not know. The earth
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009 was a year of
spiritual and numeri‐
cal growth for the
youth
group‐both
great
things! While our focus re‐
mains on growing deeper and
deeper walks for Christ, it was
great to see more and more
students committing their
free time to hanging out and
talking about Jesus with us.
We started the year with a
Super Bowl party followed by
an invitation to see commun‐

produces crops by itself; first
the blade, then the head, and
then the mature grain in the
head. But when the crop per‐
mits, he immediately puts in
the sickle, because the har‐
vest has come.”
This passage reminds us that
the fruitfulness of Riverside is
God’s work. Our task is to
plant seeds and tend to the
soil, but God does the grow‐
ing. We are merely partici‐
pants in His story and ready to
move and act on his prompt‐
ing.
As I look back upon 2009, we
were able to do this in several
ways.

God has greatly blessed our
Discovery Hour at 9am. When
we began the Discovery Hour
in 2008, we hoped that it
would be an opportunity for
both adults and children to
discover God more deeply
through scripture and com‐
munity. This happened re‐
peatedly throughout 2009
and we reached new peaks in
involvement at the end of the
year and now into 2010. Not
only did our children engage
the Bible in relevant ways, but
throughout the year we were
able to have theologically rich
discussions in the various
adult Discovery Hour classes
we offered, such as Colos‐
Continues on Page 2

Youth Ministry
ion in a new way‐we brought
out some bagels, buttered
and jellied them up, popped
straws into some grape juice
boxes, and had the students
serve each other the ele‐
ments. It was awesome to
start the year looking at our
faith through new lenses. We
found that after our first se‐
mester with the students that
we needed to get creative to
keep their attention in the
sensory overload age of tech‐

nology‐aka cell phones! Our
first in‐depth study was called
The Gospel Journey Maui
where we discussed the main‐
stream religions of the world
through a reality series made
for high school students. We
found that it was a great tool
to get them interested in why
they believe in Jesus‐not just
because it’s what their par‐
Continues on Page 6
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sians, Philippians, Christian
Foundations, Creeds and Con‐
fessions, Evangelical Covenant
Church Affirmations, Parent‐
ing, and What Is Church?
God also opened up avenues
for us to more actively engage
our community and the world
through compassion and jus‐
tice. Most notable in 2009
was our partnership with
SOBA (Sick of Being Alone).
SOBA is a ministry that cares
for “21st Century widows and
orphans.” The group is com‐
posed of single moms that
have dealt with abuse, di‐
vorce, separation, abandon‐
ment and other situations
that have left them feeling
alone. In 2009 the group met
every week at Riverside with
various speakers that sought
to provide a safe place for
Christ‐centered grief, hope
and restoration.
Riverside
regularly provides childcare,
meals and other help for the
group. We also hosted a fo‐
rum entitled, “How To Sup‐
port Victims and Survivors of
Domestic Abuse” and provide
space for a Child Therapist to
meet with children of SOBA
participants weekly. In 2010,
we hope to continue to live
life with the women of SOBA,
connect them with needed
support, and help them to
experience the transformative
power of Jesus Christ.
Riverside also responded to
two opportunities to share
our resources this past Christ‐
mas. We continued our an‐
nual tradition of providing
basic supplies for children
throughout the world by
packing shoeboxes through
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Operation Christmas Child. In week with links to stories on
Riverside
addition, we hosted a Jubilee our website.
Christmas event which part‐ hosted two blood drives and
nered Riverside families with donated several gallons of
other Tippecanoe County blood to local blood banks. I
families that did not have the was ordained by the Evan‐
resources to purchase Christ‐ gelical Covenant Church in
mas gifts for their families. Portland, Oregon in June.
Riverside had a wonderful
Riverside shared 77 new toys
afternoon of fellowship dur‐
and over $2,000 with local
ing our Riverside Family Pic‐
families. Each family received
nic in July. Riverside partied
new toys for their children, with our neighbors in August
Kroger food certificates, and a
during our 2nd An‐
ham to prepare
nual
Riverside Block
“God has been
for their Christ‐
Party. Several Riv‐
mas meal. River‐ fruitful amongst erside families at‐
us in 2009.”
side hosted the
tended an Indian‐
families
and
apolis Indians base‐
spent several hours with them ball game. Riverside pur‐
sharing punch and cookies chased the white house adja‐
cent to our property to ac‐
and wrapping gifts.
commodate our numerical
There are countless other growth in September. River‐
things that I would love to side held three Christmas
elaborate on but for the sake services, including a Blue
of space I will simply list them. Christmas service for people
Riverside utilized several who had suffered loss or
thousand dollars to meet the hardship in 2009 and two
needs of our congregation Christmas Eve services.
and the local community
through our benevolence In 2009, Rhonda Ausk
fund. This money purchased stepped down as the River‐
bus tokens, paid for delin‐ side Women’s Ministry Direc‐
quent gas bills, filled gas tor. Rhonda had been lead‐
tanks, and a lot more. River‐ ing this ministry since 2003
side provided a care package and played a pivotal role in
of basic necessities for every its growth and success. She
family in Elim, Alaska for continues to be active in the
Easter. Each week two differ‐ ministry and I am thankful
ent groups of children with for her time and gifts.
disabilities came from area
schools and used the River‐ Riverside welcomed 30 new
side facility to work on life members in 2009. I con‐
skills such as cleaning. Every ducted six weddings: Tanner
Wednesday West Lafayette and Rachel (Bowen) Geor‐
Young Life leaders fed a giades, Sterling and Sabrina
grilled cheese lunch to West (Lane) Matheson, Adrian and
Lafayette High School stu‐ Kirsten (Allen) Weidenfeller,
dents at Riverside. The River‐ Brett and Jaime (Rose) John‐
side Waterline newsletter is son, Josh and Rachael
now sent out via email each (Henson) Kraft, and Brandon

and Katie (Koshon) Schmidt.
Dave Timmerman performed
two additional weddings at
Riverside: William and Melissa
(Kraus) Lindsey and Jay and
Cyndi (Kershner) Morgan. I
also led funeral services to
celebrate the lives of Bill Jack‐
son and Gordon Brand.
We began 2009 with an over‐
all average attendance of 161
and ended the year averaging
187. We peaked on Easter
with 262 in attendance. Our
2009 giving was slightly below
our expenses, but this was
primarily due to the acquisi‐
tion of the house, which was
unanticipated when the 2009
budget was approved.
God has been fruitful amongst
us in 2009. As we enter 2010,
we must seek to be a commu‐
nity that is always open to
change and willing to go any‐
where that God leads. God
does the growing and we
want to partner with Him as it
happens.
May 2010 be full of deep
spiritual growth for new and
old Christians. May we ex‐
perience God’s Word more
regularly and clearly through
the E100 Bible Reading Plan.
May we encounter God’s
presence more profoundly
through the intentional explo‐
ration of prayer. May we en‐
counter God’s abundance
more fully through intimate
connections within our multi‐
generational fellowship. May
we truly be God’s people do‐
ing God’s work in our commu‐
nity and the world.
—Dan Teefey
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Children’s Ministry

T

he goal of Promiseland
is to develop children
into fully devoted fol‐
lowers of Jesus Christ. This
means our kids grow up to
love God, are actively serving
His purposes, and are in the
process of growing to honor
God in all areas of their lives.
Promiseland
is
designed
around an outline called the
Five Gs. The Five Gs are
Grace, Growth, Group, Gifts,
and Good Stewardship. These
basic principles have been
altered to become kid‐sized
and to be used throughout
Promiseland.
GRACE: We want kids to ac‐
cept the gift of grace
(salvation) and extend grace
to others (evangelism).
GROWTH: We want kids to
grow in knowledge of God
and His purposes, grow in
understand of how God’s pur‐
poses include a plan for each
of them, and grow in charac‐
ter ‐ being transformed from
the inside out by the power of
Christ.
GROUP: We want kids to ex‐
perience friendship in com‐
munity where they can know
and be known, love and be
loved, serve and be served,
celebrate and be celebrated.
GIFTS: We want kids to ex‐
plore how God has created
them and how they can serve
others with the talents they
have.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP: We
want kids to develop hearts
that recognize all they have
belongs to God and desire to
use their resources and time
for His purposes.
We have continued with our
two hours of learning time in
Promiseland on Sunday morn‐
ing. Discovery Hour, 9:00‐
10:00am, is our in‐depth Bible
study.
Children’s Church,
10:15‐11:15am, is less intense
in teaching and more artistic
in nature. We have added a
Hallway Worship time at the
beginning
of
Children’s
Church as it became neces‐
sary to free up room in the

“In 2009, a top prior‐
ity was to create a
Promiseland Ministry
Team to work with
me throughout the
year.”

sanctuary for adult worship.
Parents are strongly encour‐
aged to bring their children to
Discovery Hour since that is
where we spend most of our
resources in teaching their
children how to become fol‐
lowers of Christ.
In 2009, a top priority was to
create a Promiseland Ministry
Team to work with me
throughout the year. I now
have four people on the team
and what a blessing they have
been as we put our hearts and
minds together monthly to
make future plans.
Promiseland participated in
“big people worship” on Palm
Sunday and Christmas Eve.
We also presented the Back‐
wards Christmas Pageant in
December
along
with
neighborhood caroling and a
meal shared together.
A
teacher and helper apprecia‐
tion picnic at Happy Hollow

Park was enjoyed in the sum‐
mer months.
In the fall of 2009, with the
purchase of the white house
to accommodate the junior/
senior high, Promiseland was
able to expand into a much‐
needed 3‐to‐5‐year‐old room
for Children’s Church.
We currently have 51 teach‐
ers and helpers and 70 3‐year‐
olds through 5th‐graders in
Promiseland. This is nearly a
100% increase from last year.
I continue to praise God for
His faithfulness and give Him
all the glory and honor.
—Dar Muehlhausen

Nursery Ministry

O

ur infant nursery
continues to grow,
with
four to five
infants each
Sunday. Af‐
ter
the
church of‐
fice moves
to
the
“white
house,”
the plan is to move the
infants up to the larger room
now occupied by Riverside’s

office manager, Babby Por‐
ter. This not only will give us
more room for our growing
young
families,
but
will
also
be
more con‐
venient for
parents with
the infants
being
just
across the hall
from the walk‐
ers. All
of our volun‐
teers enjoy the quality

“baby‐time” without the late
night interruptions.
One major change in the
nursery this year was with
our 2 year olds. They stay in
the walker nursery during
Discovery Hour, but during
the worship service the 2
year olds join the rest of Chil‐
dren’s Church for hallway
worship and then move into
Continued on Page 4
Page 3
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Small Group Ministry

D

uring 2009 we were
able to start two new
groups.
The first
was begun at the initiative of
Philip and Monica Cardella
and now includes four cou‐
ples. The second was begun
with shared leadership, princi‐
pally by Lori Nolte and Steve
and Beth Purtzer. This second
group was begun on the basis
of work that Tom and Debby
Smiley, John Christopher, and
Dave Timmerman did in con‐
tacting approximately twenty‐
five RCC individuals or families
who were then involved in a
small group. Dan Teefey and
Dave constructed the list, and
then each was contacted. We
may be able to start a group
in January as well with indi‐
viduals who expressed inter‐
est but indicated they were
too busy. The list of those
individuals includes Randy
and Linda Bogan, Jeff and
Emily Farley, Coleen Hoffman,
James and Kelli Mann, Dave
and Beth Wood.
We held small group leaders
meetings periodically through
the year for coordination,
support, and ongoing training.
We also tried hard to find a
conference for our leaders to
attend for continuing educa‐
tion but despite our best ef‐
forts we were unable to find
one that we felt would work
well for us.
Given the positive growth in
our Men’s Bible studies and
the continued strength of our
Women’s ministry we feel
good about the level of in‐
volvement in our small group
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ministry. We currently have 7
small groups meeting.
Plans for 2010
Our goals for the coming year
are quite similar to those we
had for 2010. We would like
to continue to attempt to
expand the number of small
groups and to provide support
for those currently operating.
This will include networking
activities by the three of us as
well as regular meetings for
leaders. We would hope to
find a one‐day seminar within
traveling distance and imag‐
ine that the registration cost
might reasonably be expected
to be between $75 and $100.
We imagine taking 10‐12 of
our current leaders which
number 14 or so. We will also
look for alternative ways for
continuing education for our
leaders such as bringing a
guest to lead a workshop at
Riverside. We are excited
about the Small Group minis‐
try at Riverside and the op‐
portunity to develop it fur‐
ther.

Leadership Team
2010
Linda Bogan
John Christopher
Lisa Harker
Rick Johnson
Steve Johnson
Stephanie Stout
Dan Teefey

We currently have seven groups:

Philip and Monica Cardella
Steve and Rachel Johnson
Lori Nolte (shared with Steve and Beth
Purtzer)
Tom and Debby Smiley
Dave and Polly Timmerman
Ryan and Lindsay Umbeck
John and Judy Wade

Nursery (Cont. From page 3)
their own room for a class
designed especially for them.
An average of five 2 year olds
enjoy the efforts of their
hardworking teachers for a
lesson each Sunday, followed
by age‐appropriate playtime.
Thank you to all our volun‐
teers for this new, and very
successful, program.
Our walker nursery also con‐
tinues to grow. After pulling
the 2 year olds out of the
nursery during the worship
hour starting in September,
our numbers were averaging
five toddlers. More recently,
our numbers have jumped
back up to eight children dur‐
ing the worship hour. Our
church is definitely blessed
with many precious babies,

and our volunteers are really
enjoying the special time with
these little ones.
Our Guardian Angel program,
which thankfully is fully‐
staffed, recently had their
area (at the bottom of the
steps) up‐dated, as a televi‐
sion was installed so that our
Guardian Angels could enjoy
the service while “watching
over” our children. This tele‐
vision also serves as a connec‐
tion between what’s going on
upstairs and downstairs.
If you have an interest in help‐
ing to care for these youngest
children, please let me know
either
by
email
springs.rebecca@yahoo.com
or by phone (765)426‐7917.
‐‐‐Rebecca Springs
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Men’s Ministry

T

he Riverside Men’s
Ministry continued to
increase its level of
activity in 2009 and has estab‐
lished several exciting annual
events that are drawing men
closer to each other and to
God.
The Riverside men began
2009 by eating pizza and at‐
tending a Jefferson High
School basketball game with
several residents of Trinity
Mission in Lafayette.
In
March several guys from Riv‐
erside attended the Indiana
Covenant Men’s Retreat at
Camp Tecumseh and enjoyed
the fellowship, worship and
teaching. In June the Men’s
Ministry held a Men’s Break‐
fast and Golf Clinic conducted
by PGA Professional and Riv‐
erside member, Tom Guipe.
After a rainout in July, the
Riverside Men’s Golf Outing

was held in September at Har‐
rison Hills Golf Club in Attica.
This annual event was the
largest it has ever been. The
Riverside men also met sev‐

Riverside continued to have
two successful men’s bible
studies in 2009. One group
meets on Thursday mornings
at 6:30am and the other

Mark, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John,
2 John, 3 John, Jude and Phile‐
mon.
Zach Brennan has agreed to
coordinate regular Men's
Ministry gatherings through‐
out 2010. Zach is passionate
about connecting men with
each other and God. He will
be working with Dave
Timmerman and Pastor Dan
to ensure that men at River‐
side are regularly spending
time in faith development,
fellowship, and service.
We hope to see you through‐
out 2010.
—Dan Teefey

eral times throughout the
year for Men’s Breakfasts that
featured fantastic food, fel‐
lowship and testimony shar‐
ing.

group meets on Monday
nights at 7pm. Each group
studied the same bible pas‐
sages and covered the follow‐
ing books of the Bible in 2009:

Worship & Drama Ministry

G

rowth at Riverside in
2009 challenged in‐
terim Worship Minis‐
try Director Matt Muehl‐
hausen with reorganizing
praise team rehearsals in or‐
der to wrap them around new
Sunday morning Discovery
Hour classes, and to minimize
conflicts with the growing
number of evening ministry
events. Increased attendance
prompted multiple services
during Christmas week and
creative scheduling of vocal‐
ists and musicians throughout
the year.
Steve Johnson,

Doug Wright and Becky Well‐
ner stepped in to ease the
ever increasing director’s load
by pulling together a variety
of ensembles to help lead
worship each week. Many
new faces and talents com‐
bined to engage worshippers
in excellent praise time.
Sermons came to life and left
lasting impressions as Mal‐
colm Springs’ well rehearsed
drama teams took contempo‐
rary and creative story lines to
the stage. Each intriguing and
well performed episode left

attendees wanting for more.
The growing ministry intro‐
duced a string of new but
polished actors whose humor
and talent focused on the
message to ultimately bring
all the glory to the Lord.
In late summer, the Leader‐
ship Team commissioned a
search committee comprised
of Dan Teefey, Matt Muehl‐
hausen, Becky Wellner, Jerry
Tanner, Steve Johnson, Mal‐
colm Springs and Linda Bogan
to begin the process of hiring
a new Worship Ministry Direc‐

tor. At this writing, much pro‐
gress in the search has been
made. The committee has
conducted interviews to nar‐
row the field of candidates
and Committee Chair Becky
Wellner has made a recom‐
mendation for hire to the
Leadership Team on the com‐
mittee’s behalf. The Leader‐
ship Team is optimistic that
the position will be filled with
the right person at exactly the
right time.
—Linda Bogan
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Youth Ministry (Cont. from page 1)
ents believe, but desiring
them to step into their faith
on their own. We also led the
30‐Hour Famine and invited
the youth group from Battle
Ground UMC to join us. We
learned about human traffick‐
ing, what people around the
world eat from day to day,
and how as children of God
we should want to respond.
We gathered food around the
neighborhood and went on a
very impactful prayer walk
around Purdue where so
many homeless people get
food and money.
Discovery Hour grew leaps
and bounds during the spring
season which was super excit‐
ing. We went from usually
having 2 or 3 students on Sun‐
day mornings to having 10‐12!
We studied The Journey series
from the Covenant denomina‐
tion series for students. In
one year we walked through
the Old Testament and
learned from the stories we
heard over and over as chil‐
dren how to live our lives to‐
day‐knowing that God is so
good and desires us to be in
relationship with Him forever
no matter what. We were
able to lead a service towards
the end of the school year
that was the culmination of all
we had been studying about
how amazing our Lord is with
Cardboard Testimonies. We
invited others who felt led to
share a part of their story to
write their testimony and we
shared them for all to see‐
mostly through tears‐the ri‐
diculous ways that God has
loved us through circum‐
stances and choices in our
lives.
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We spent a month raising
funds for our summer mission
trips and giving the congrega‐
tion the chance to play along
as we loaded their yards with
bright pink flamingos. It was
awesome to see the church
pour out their love on us and
our mission to serve commu‐
nities in Alabama and Minne‐
sota. We prepared the stu‐
dents for the best and hardest
week of their lives. They
served both an African‐
American community and a
Native‐American community
through prayer, painting,
trash pick‐up, childcare, and
serving meals. I hope that the
lessons learned on those two
trips will never leave our stu‐
dents. Whenever we
are
able
w
e
need to
be out of
our build‐
ing
and
out of our
comfort
zones serv‐
ing as the
hands and feet of Christ. We
also had the chance to slow
the pace of life this summer
with the students. We met
weekly for an in‐depth study
of James at Greyhouse coffee
shop, and then we just hung
out with them as much as
possible‐whether we were
swimming, having a fire in the
backyard, making s’mores, or
having a sleepover. It was a
great way to continue rela‐
tionships and help keep the
students motivated in their
faith.
Fall semester we knew we
wanted to focus on disciple‐
ship with the students‐
especially at our Wednesday

evening bible studies. The
boys did the Dangerous Boy’s
Bible Study where they had a
crazy activity that taught a
bible lesson‐it was very effec‐
tive in keeping their interest
peaked and for growing their
commitment to honesty and
accountability. We also dis‐
covered the Swift family
camp, Camp Talitha, just an
hour away and used it several
times to get away with the
students to slow them down
and refocus their hearts on
Jesus. Of course the fall turns
to winter and plans for the
holidays and funding the Ski
Retreat began in full force.
We hosted
a prom
night
for the
con‐

gregation‐
complete with neon and big
hair. What a wonderful night
of fun and fellowship!!! The
efforts were well worth it‐the
ski retreat was a huge suc‐
cess‐not only did we have 19
students come and learn
about prayer and honesty
with God which is enormous
in itself, but we were able to
stretch our idea of what a life
fully lived in Christ looks like
and prayed that we would
come home changed. We did.
We had our highlighted trips
and lessons but what we
loved the most this year were
the moments spent with the
students where we got to
know them on a deeper level,
where they learned to trust us
with more of their thoughts

and hopes, and where we got
the chance to speak into their
hearts the love of Jesus. We
were also extremely excited
to have William and Melissa
Lindsey join us in the youth
ministry and saw them as in‐
dispensable as soon as they
showed up the first night!!
It’s crazy but here’s all the
different opportunities we got
to speak truth and love to
students: our Ski Retreat,
making Gingerbread houses,
the Prom fundraiser, seeing
Jesus Freaks the movie from
the Heartland Film Festival,
Bigger and Better youth
group, playing Beatles Rock
Band, Hunks, Hotties, and
Hook‐ups with Crystal Kirgiss,
boys only paintball ,SH Camp
Talitha Overnight, Cookie
Making Day, Fire‐pit backyard
fun, our Yard Sale to fund
missions, floating down Sugar
Creek, SH Mission Trip, Bir‐
mingham Mission Trip, the
James Study, swimming,
Gross‐out Sunday, Elijah &
Pop Rocks, Cardboard Testi‐
monies, Flamingo Flocking,
Journey through the Bible,
Gospel Journey Maui, serving
soup at LUM, Twins in Spring
Break Service, our 30‐hour
Famine, The Awakening, a
Michael W. Smith and Steven
Curtis Chapman concert, Sex,
Dating, and Hockey weekend,
a super Super Bowl Party,
Juice Box Communion, going
ice skating, watching Karate
Kid‐my favorite, getting The
White House, our weekly Dan‐
gerous Boys Bible Study, and
countless trips to McDonalds
and Starbucks!
Praise God for letting us join
Him in His good work.
—Becky Wellner
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Women’s Ministry

W

omen’s Ministry
has had an active
year of studying
and growing in God’s word,
fellowship, and serving oth‐
ers. To the right is a list of our
2009 events. We have strived
to respond to the diverse
needs of our women and the
community. It is our desire to
provide service opportunities
both within and outside our
fellowship. Our bible studies
are open to all in the commu‐
nity to come, to feel welcome,
and to learn of the love of
Christ.
—Nancy Umbeck

2009 Women’s Ministry Activities:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

T

he Missions Commit‐
tee began the year by
sending care boxes to
the families in Elim, Alaska for
Easter. We received several
"Thank You" notes sharing
how touched the families
were upon receiving the
boxes.

Through‐
out
the
year sev‐
eral
mis‐
sionaries
came
to
share about different mission
opportunities: John Lommel
from Alaskan Christian Col‐
lege,
Mark
and
Linda

January 21st ‐March 4th: ‐ Spring Bible Study‐“Stepping
Up” by Beth Moore (approximately 55 attendees), Mis‐
sion Project‐collected personal products to give to Trin‐
ity Mission and other missions
April 18th ‐ Women’s Spring Luncheon‐“Bloom Where
You Are Planted: (approximately 110 attendees)
June 3rd ‐ Summer Book Club “The Shack”, July 15th
“Tilly”
Summer Bible Study ‐“Believing God” by Beth Moore
August 7th‐9th: ‐ Women’s Retreat‐“Women of Faith
Conference” (approximately 28 attendees)
July 18th – Annual Planning Meeting
September 2nd – October 21st – Fall Bible Study
(approximately 50 attendees), Mission project‐Gift
bags for the women at Life Care
November ‐ Added SOBA to Women’s Ministry
November 13th – Swap “Til You Drop
December 5th – Christmas Brunch
December 13 — Women’s Ministry Brunch

Missions
Ridenour with CLC Ministries
International (formerly Chris‐
tian Literature Crusade) in
September, and the Wit‐
kowskis, who held an open
house in October to
recon‐

nect
with
friends and supporters
as they have returned from
China and will continue to do
mission work here in the
States.
The Mission Committee de‐

cided to have a missions’ mo‐
ment in the service on the
third Sunday of the month
and our speakers spoke about
a variety of local missions’
opportunities including men‐
tal illness, abuse, and be‐
friending international stu‐
dents at Purdue. This past
summer Riverside members
Justin and Kristen Gravitt
went to Thailand for several
months and are preparing
to move there this summer.
In November Riverside pro‐
vided over 70 gift‐filled shoe‐
boxes to Samaritan Purse’s
Operation Christmas Child.
For the first time ever River‐
side participated in Jubilee
Christmas by hosting 15 Tip‐
pecanoe County families and

helping them prepare to cele‐
brate Christmas with their
families. Riverside, for the
second year, hosted the West
Lafayette Young Life kids for
grilled cheese every Wednes‐
day for lunch. In addition,
Riverside continues to finan‐
cially support Mark Kirgiss,
Sharon Ridenour, the Church
in Elim, Alaska, the Wit‐
kowskis and Trinity Mission
every month.
— Everette Mills

Page 7

2009 Annual Report

Average Attendance Per Year
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